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[What is Claimed is] 

[Claim 1] A body structure for a motor vehicle in which 
seat back supporting panels are joined to a rear parcel 
shelf panel extending between right and left rear pillars 
coupled to respective strut towers, 

characterized in that each of the seat back supporting 
panels has an extension extending from one side thereM , 



the extension has a lower edge joined to an upper surface 
of the corresponding strut tower and an upper edge joined 
to a front edge of a stepped portion which extends downward 
from a front side of the rear parcel shelf panel and which 
is formed so as to have a plurality of bends such that the 
extension rises upward with a major surface of the seat 
back supporting panel, a parcel shelf reinforcing member 
having an L-shaped cross section is joined at rear and 
bottom walls thereof to a rear surface of the stepped 
portion, the bottom and rear walls extend downward from 
opposite ends of the parcel shelf reinforcing member, the 
rear wall of the parcel shelf reinforcing member has a 
lower edge joined to the upper surfaces of the strut towers 
and an upper edge joined to a rear edge of the stepped 
portion of the rear parcel shelf panel and is joined to the 
upper surfaces of the right and left strut towers and the 
rear pillars, to thereby form a closed cross-sectional 
portion continuously extending in a width direction of the 




1 



vehicle, and the closed cross-sectional portion has a 
larger cross-sectional area at regions thereof located 
above the strut towers than at a region thereof below which 
the strut towers do not exist. 

1: rear parcel shelf panel; 2: stepped portion; 3: seat 
back supporting panel; 3a: extension; 4: strut tower; 5: 
rear pillar; 6: parcel shelf reinforcing member; 6a: rear 
wall; 6b: bottom wall; 7: closed cross-sectional portion. 
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